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Illinois Institute of Technology 

Stuart School of Business 
Course Syllabus 

Spring 2011 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Instructor Information 
Name:    John Stoner 
Office location:   Room 4A2-1 
Telephone:    (312) 567-5007 (Office) / Cell (630) 915-8149 
Fax:     (312) 567-5059 
Email:    JStoner@iit.edu 
Office hours:    Tuesday 6:25 – 7:40 
TA Information:  - NA - 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Course Information 
Course #:    Bus. 402 
Course name:    Leadership Seminar 
Course description:   This course focuses on the traits, behavior, and styles of 

being a leader.  The student will learn the principles and 
practices of being a leader.  The student will have an 
opportunity to obtain hands-on experience in creating a 
development plan and to give and receive feedback on 
leadership skills. 

Course day and time:  Thursday 6:25 – 7:40 
Course Objectives: * Identify and describe the individual and organization 

behaviors which lead to good leadership. 
*  Identify and describe the individual and organization 

behaviors which lead to good leadership. 
* Understand the nature of leadership in terms of traits and 

behavior that can produce leaders. 
* Develop leadership behaviors through simulations and 

hands on exercises. 
* Differentiate between internal and external motivators. 
* Understand the framework and importance of always 

dealing in an ethical manner. 
* Understand the essence of leadership in various cultures 

globally. 
 

Pre-requisites:  None 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Required Course Materials 
 
Text:  The Leadership Challenge, 4rd Ed, by James Kouzes with Barry 

Posner 
Materials:    None 
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Software:   None  
Text References:   None 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Course & Instructor Policies 
 

Make-up: Not applicable 
Late work:   Not accepted 
Special Assignments:  None 
Class attendance:  Class preparation and attendance, including without 

limitation completing the reading assignments, is a critical 
component of the learning process.  As such, students will be 
randomly called upon and expected to demonstrate their 
understanding of the material from which is the sole and 
exclusive basis for calculating the student’s class 
participation component of a student’s grade. 

Classroom Conduct:  Professional decorum 
Discipline:   Per University bulletin 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Grading System/Policy 
 

Percentages: Mid term Paper Thirty three percent (33%) 
Final Paper Thirty three percent (33%) 
Class Participation Thirty four percent (34%) 

Grade Scale:   University Standard (Subject to curve) 
Incompletes:   By prior arrangement 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Disabilities 
 
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In 
order to receive accommodations, students must obtain a letter of accommodation from the 
Center for Disability Resources and make an appointment to speak with me as soon as 
possible.  My office hours are listed on the first page of the syllabus. The Center for 
Disability Resources is located in the Life Sciences Building, room 218, 312-567-5744 or 
disabilities@iit.edu 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Copyright/Plagiarism/Academic Integrity 
 

Rules on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity 
 
Plagiarism and other violations of academic integrity are strictly prohibited and subject to 
penalty as defined by the University.  The academic integrity material in the handbook is 
found at page 30 in the IIT student handbook.  Students will be expected to conform to the 
rules and procedures set forth in the handbook. 
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The code of conduct governing writing by students at IIT requires original writing, 
prohibits plagiarism and provides severe sanctions for plagiarism. Original writing consists 
of thinking through ideas and expressing them in your own way.  If the ideas are from other 
sources, use footnotes or other citation methods to indicate the source of the ideas. 
Plagiarism is the act of passing off someone else’s work or ideas as your own. The 
sanctions include, but are not limited to, expulsion and the imposition of a punitive grade of 
‘E’.   

What is Plagiarism? 

Often there is some confusion as to what constitutes plagiarism.  Plagiarism is the act of 
passing off someone else’s work as your own.  To assist in providing an understanding of 
the types of writing that constitute plagiarism, three types of are each discussed below.  Also 
discussed below is the problem of “string citations.”  String citations are not plagiarism, but 
many professors will reject string citations because they are not the student’s original work.   

Word for Word copying:  The use of any phrase or excerpt from another source requires the 
use of quotation marks around the copied material, or if the material is more than a few 
lines, the copied material should be placed in its own indented paragraph.  A citation in 
proper form is always required to identify the source. 

Plagiarizing by Paraphrase:  When a writer uses a source, substitutes words and sentences, or 
even changes the order but keeps the meaning of the original, a citation is required.   In the 
example given below, the original is on the left.  The paraphrase in the right box constitutes 
plagiarism. 

Original:  It is not generally recognized that at 
the same time when women are making their 
way into every corner of our work-world, 
only one percent of the professional 
engineers in the nation are female. 
A generation ago, this statistic would have 
raised no eyebrows, but today, it is hard to 
believe.   

Paraphrase:  Few people realize now that 
women are finding jobs in all fields, that a 
tiny percentage of the country’s engineers 
are female. 
Years ago this would have surprised no 
one, but now it seems incredible.   

The writer could avoid plagiarism here by acknowledging the source and providing a proper 
citation. 

Mosaic Plagiarism:  Here the writer lifts phrases and terms from the source and embeds 
them in his own prose.  An example follows in which the lifted phrases are underlined:  

The pressure is on to get more women into engineering.  The engineering schools and major 
corporations have opened wide their gates and are recruiting women zealously.  Practically 
all women engineering graduates can find attractive jobs.  Nevertheless, at the moment, only 
one percent of the professional engineers in the country are female.   
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Mosaic plagiarism is sometimes caused by careless note taking. However, it looks 
dishonest and is judged as such.  The use of quotation marks around the original wording 
and citation avoid the problem of plagiarism.  Often a better approach is to use paraphrase 
or to quote directly (with appropriate citations).    

Plagiarism can be avoided by providing citations for the sources of any material, including 
ideas, phrases, or sentences that you have used in your paper.  A number of different systems are 
available for providing citations. The key to all of them is that the writer must clearly identify 
for the reader the sources of all material (including ideas) that have come from somewhere 
else. 

String Quotation Problem:  Sometimes a student will write a paper consisting of a string of 
quotations.  It is usually much better for a student to provide his or her own analysis and 
write the paper in his or her own words.  Many professors will reject a paper consisting 
primarily of material quoted from other sources because they do not view such a paper as 
the student’s own work.  You should understand your professor's view with respect to string 
quotations prior to writing your paper.  



     

SSB Course Syllabus - 5 - 

Class Calendar & Assignments 
 

Week Date Reading 
Assign. 

Class Discussion 

1 Jan. 13 Chap. 1 Class Introduction 
2 Jan. 20 Chap. 2 Martin Luther King “I have a dream” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbUtL_0vAJk&NR=1 
3 Jan. 27  In-Class Exercise I 
4 Feb. 3 Chap. 13 Steve Job’s 2005 Stanford Commencement Address 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UF8uR6Z6KLc 
   Mid term paper assignment posted on Blackboard 
5 Feb. 10 Chap. 3 Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvA0J_2ZpIQ&feature=r
elated 

6 Feb. 17 Chap. 4 FDR 1933 Inauguration 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MX_v0zxM23Q&feature=
related 

7 Feb. 24  In-Class Exercise II 
8 Mar. 3 Chap. 5 Margaret Thatcher: Free Society Speech 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oK3eP9rh4So  
   Mid term paper Due 
9 Mar. 10 Chap. 6 JFK “We choose to go to the Moon” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouRbkBAOGEw 
10 Mar. 17 Chap. 7 JFK “Ask not what your county can do for you!” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VB6hLg3PRbY 
11 Mar. 24 Chap. 8 RFK  “Death of Martin Luther King” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCrx_u3825g  
12 Mar. 31  In-Class Exercise III 
   Final paper assignment posted on Blackboard 

13 Apr. 7 Chap. 9  Ronald Reagan “Reagan at Brandenburg Gate” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YtYdjbpBk6A&feature=re
lated 

14 Apr. 14 Chap. 10 Ronald Reagan “1980 Republican National Convention” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmmgVFByeaI 

15 Apr. 21 Chap. 11 Winston S. Churchill “We shall Fight on the Beaches” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkTw3_PmKtc&feature=
related 

16 Apr. 28 Chap. 12 In-Class Exercise IV 
   Final Paper due 

 


